CHAPTER XVI
PESHAWAR KHADI EXHIBITION
In view of the central place which Gandhiji assigned
to khadi and organization of cottage industries in the
scheme of non-violence, he agreed to perform the opening
ceremony of a khadi exhibition at Peshawar, the first of
its kind in the North-West Frontier Province, that was
organized by the Punjab Branch of the All-India Spin-
ners7 Association. The exhibition was held with the full
support and co-operation of the Frontier t Government.
Among those who rendered particular help were the Min-
ister in charge of Industries, and the various officials con-
nected with Health, Industries, Agriculture and Prison
Departments. The Khudai Khidmatgars supplied a corps
of volunteers. Ail the Ministers and a large section of
the gentry, especially the ladies, attended the exhibition.
Premier Khan Saheb and Dr. Gopichand Bhargava,
the agent of the Punjab branch, of the All-India Spinners'
Association, in their joint address introducing the All-
India Spinners' Association, made some striking remarks
which are worth pondering over.
' "The All-India Spinners9 Association has over 600
production centres and sale bhandars (depots) in different
parts of India and Burma. It was serving 6,029 villages
in different parts of the country in the year ^1932; in the
-year 1937 their number increased to 10,280. In the current
year' (1938-1939) the number of villages served will be
somewhere near 20,000 at least. During the year 1936
there were 1,13,489 registered spinners and weavers
working under the Association; in the year 1937 the
figure rose to 1,91,094. In the current year the number
of registered spinners and weavers working under the
Association will come to nearly 4,00,000. The total pro-
duction in the year 1936 was 23,75,694 yards while in the
year 1937 it rose to 30,15,339. During the half year ending
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